
SalientfeaturesofIndianSociety,DiversityofIndia:UnityinDiversity:

ThemostoftennoticedfeatureofIndiansocietyis“UnityinDiversity”.Thisphrasecelebrates

howIndiahasbeenstrongerbywelcomingvariouscultural,socialandethnicelements.Italso

transcendsthenotionaccommodationwithoutassimilationhasbeenthekeyfeatureofIndian

civilization.Indiahasaccommodateddifferentelementsofsocietywithoutlettingthem lose

theirseparateidentity.Wehavegotenoughfreedom topracticeourownwayoflife.

WenotethatUnityinDiversityisnotsomethinguniquetoIndiaonly.Thisconceptisapopular

mottoinmostnationsandithasalsoprovidedbackbonetoseveralpoliticalandsocial

movementsaroundtheworld.Itscoreideais“unitywithoutuniformity”and“diversitywithout

fragmentation”.Itisbasedonthenotionthatdiversityenricheshumaninteraction.

“Unityindiversity”isapopularmottowithinandamongnationstates,andalsoinpoliticaland

socialmovements.

DifferentElementsofUnityinDiversity:

GeographicalElementsofUnityinDiversity

ReligiousElementsofUnityinDiversity

CulturalElementsofUnityinDiversity

PoliticalElementsofUnityinDiversity

LinguisticElementsofUnityinDiversity

InstitutionofPilgrimageaselementofUnityinDiversity

AccommodationwithinHinduism aselementofunityindiversity

TraditionofInterdependenceaselementofunityindiversity

DifferentElementsofUnityinDiversity

Foracademicpurpose,wecandividethedifferentelementsofunityindiversityinGeographical

elements,religiouselements,culturalelements,politicalelementsandlinguisticelements.A

briefideaabouteachofthem isasfollows:

GeographicalElementsofUnityinDiversity

Indiahasdiversegeography.Atbroadestlevel,thecountrycanbedividedintoseveralregions

viz.Himalaya,northernplains,plateauofcentralIndiaandDeccan,Western&EasternGhats,

TharDesertetc.Eachofthem hasdifferentclimate,temperature,vegetation,fauna,peopleand

soon.



Despiteofthisdiversity,Indiahasbeendefinedasadistinctgeographicalunitsinceages.A

slokainVishnuPuranadefinesBharataasthelandwhichissouthofsnowymountainsand

northofocean.Thecountrywastimeandagainunifiedbydifferentimperialistforcestaking

intoconsiderationitsgeographicaldistinctness.Therewasatimetwokingswereknownas

Uttarapathapathi{Harsha}andDakshinapathpathi{Pulkeshi},thusgivinganotionofonlytwo

partsofthisvastcountry.Themedievalsultansandmughalstriedtoconsolidatetheirempire

from northtosouth,geographically.Britishalsodidthesame.

ReligiousElementsofUnityinDiversity:

IndiahasmultitudeofreligionsincludingmajorityHinduism andminorityIslam,Sikhism,

Christianity,Buddhism,Jainism,Zoroastrianism,Judaism,Bahá’íFaithandsoon.Thereligious

diversityhasbeenoneofthemaindivisiveforceinthecountryleadingtoproblem of

communalism,yetthisdiversityhasmanyatimeskeptthecountryunitedindifficulttimes.

Religiousunityisparticularlyvisiblewhenawaroradisasterhappens.Timeandagain,India

hasstoodunitedincrisis,andthatiswhatreligiousunityindiversityofIndiais.

Thisapart,weseeeverydayexamplesofreligiousharmonysuchasuseofGanapatiPandalasa

makeshiftmosqueforMuslims;andHindusparticipatinginEidfestivities{reference};Sikhs

buildingmosquesforMuslims;MuslimskidsrobedasKrishnaforJanmasthmifestivalsandso

on.Therearesomereligiouscentresinthecountry{AjmerSharif,Bodhgaya,GoldenTemplein

Amritsaretc.}whichhaveacquiredacharacterthatgoesbeyondonereligion.

CulturalElementsofUnityinDiversity:

TheCulturalunityindiversityofIndiaisgenerallydenotedwiththephrase“Ganga-Jamuni

Tahjeeb”orIndia’scompositeculture.Despiteofdiversity,therearenumerousculturalelements

andfactorsthathaveshapedIndia’scompositeculture.Someofthem areasfollows:

IndianMusic:

ThebestexampleofIndia’scompositecultureisourmusic,particularlytheHindustaniClassical

Music.Ithasancientorigins,yetemergenceofahighlydevelopedandenrichedmusicof

northernIndiacouldnothavebeenpossiblewithoutMuslim contributionsanditspatronage.

EmergenceofKhayalfrom Dhrupad,Tablafrom Pakhawaj/Mridangam aresomeofthekey

examples.IndianVeenaandPersianTamburamergedtoemergeasSitar.Similarly,Ghazals

andQawwalishaveplayedaunifyingfactorbetweenthepeopleofIndiansub-continent.

DailyLife:

Eachreligionhasinfluencedotherinitscustoms,manners,rituals,etiquettes,dress,consumes,

cooking,fairs,festivals,games,sportsandsoon.Forexample,Nisbat,Mehendi,Haldi,Tel,

Mandwa,Jalwa,Barat,Kanganetc.aretheMuslim adaptationofHinduceremonies.Similarly,

whenlowerHinducastepeopleconvertedtoIslam duringSultanateandMughalera,theykept

theirlivelihood/vocationalpracticesattachedtothecaste,thuswehaveMuslim castesaswell



includingJulahas,Ansarisandsoon.

Religion–Bhakti&SufiMovement:

BhaktiMovementdissolvedtheseparatereligiousidentitiestoagreatextentandprovidesa

greatcontributiontoIndia’scompositeculture.ItgavearudeshocktoBrahanicalinfluenceover

Hinduism aswellasreligiousbigotryinIslam.Itbroughttoforetheuniversalbrotherhood,

equalityandonenessofGodwhilerejectedcastes,rituals,idolworshipetc.

EssenceofbothBhaktiandSufimovementswasthattheyarenotpurists.Purism bringsbigotry.

Bothofthem broughtHindusandMuslim closerandthuscontributingincompotecultureofthe

country.TheearlySufisaintslaidgreatemphasisonloveandhadapantheisticapproachthat

wasinherentlyinconflictwithorthodoxy.SomepracticesofSufisaintssuchaspenance,

fastingandholdingthebreatharesometimestracedtotheBuddhistandHinduyogicinfluences.

Also,otherevidencesuggeststhatHinduandBuddhistritualshavebeenabsorbedand

assimilatedbytheSufis.ThesimilaritiesbetweenHinduism,Buddhism andSufism provideda

basisformutualtolerationandunderstanding.TheChishtiandSuharwardiordersbothhelped

createaclimateofopinionwherepeoplebelongingtodifferentsectsandreligionscouldlivein

harmony.

Foritspart,theBhaktimovementpreachedagainstthecastesystem usingthelocallanguages

sothatthemessagereachedthemasses.ThevaluespreachedbytheBhaktisaintscoincided

withtheIslamicideasofequalityandbrotherhoodpreachedbySufisaints.Together,these

saintscalledforunitybetweenHindusandMuslims.ThegoalofsaintslikeKabirandNanak

wastouniteallcastesandcreeds.Theydenounceduntouchabilityandemphasizedthe

fundamentalunityofman.

Literature:

DifferentregionsofIndiacontributedtothepromotionofliteratureandhigherlearningtothe

compositecultureofIndia.Forexample,VedasweredevelopedinNorth-West{Sapta-Sindhu

region},YajurvedaandBrahmanainKuru-Panchalregion;RajataranginiinKashmir;Upanishads

inMagadha;GitaGovindainBengal,CharyapadasinOdisha,WestBengalandAssam;

MahakavyasanddramasofKalidasainUjjaini;Bhavbhut’sworksinVidarbha;Dasakumarcharita

ofDandininDeccan;Sangam LiteratureinSouthandsoon.Similarly,Taxila,Nalanda,Varanasi,

Vallabhi,Vanvasi,Amaravati,Nagarjunkonda,Kanchi,MaduraiandOdantapuriareshining

examplesofseatsofhigherlearninginIndia.

PoliticalElementsofUnityinDiversity:

ThoughitisbelievedthatIndia’scontinuityasacivilizationwassocialandculturalratherthan

political;yetideaofbringingentirecountryunderonecentralauthorityhasbeendream ofgreat

kings,sultans,emperorsandrulers.ThisideawasputintopracticebyChandragupta;Asoka;

Harsha;AkbarandBritishrulers.Despitethis,Indiawasneverawellorganizedpoliticalunit.



EvenduringBritishIndia,therewere600princelystateswhichwereinternallyautonomous.

Then,ourcurrentform ofdemocracyandgovernmentdrawsitsexistencefrom different

politicalparties,politicalideologiesandsoon.

LinguisticElementsofUnityinDiversity:

WhilethreefourthofIndiaspeaksIndo-AryanLanguages,Dravidianlanguagesarespokenby

onefourthofIndians.Indiahas122majorlanguagesand1599dialects,thusmakingitoneof

themostlinguisticallydiversenationsaroundtheworld.Thelanguageshavebeenadivisiveas

wellasadhesiveforceinthecountry.Englishemergedaslinguafrancaofthecountryand

servesasmedium ofcommunicationbetweentwopeoplewhohavedifferentmothertongue.

Similarly,Hindihasalso,toagreatextent,servedtokeepthecountryunited.Despitemajor

issuessuchasdemandoflinguisticstates,statusofminority,anti-Hindimovementsetc.have

posedmajorchallengestogovernmentsfrom timetotime.

InstitutionofPilgrimageaselementofUnityinDiversity:

OneoftheimportantsourceofunityinIndiaisitspilgrimageculture,reflectedinnetworkof

religiousshrinesandsacredplaced.Forexample,Badrinath,KedarnathinNorth,Dwarka/

SomnathinWest,Rameshwaram inSouth,PuriinEasandholyriversacrossthelengthand

breadthofthenationhavefosteredthesenseofIndiaasoneunit.

AccommodationwithinHinduism aselementofunityindiversity:

Hinduism isnotahomogenousreligionwithoneGod,onebook,onetempleandsoon.Itisa

federationoffaithswithmultipledeities,multipleHolyScripturesandmultipleoffaithsand

philosophiesincludingatheism.ItselasticcharacterofHinduism thathasaccommodatedand

adjustedwithvariousfaiths,religionsetc.andhasallowedcoexistenceofseveralfaithsinIndia.

TraditionofInterdependenceaselementofunityindiversity:

Despitethefactthatoursisacasteriddensociety,Indiahasaremarkabletraditionofinter-

dependence,whichhaskeptitunitedforcenturies.OneexampleistheJajmaniSystem or

functionalinterdependenceofvariouscastes.JajmanorYajmanistherecipientofcertain

services.Thissystem initiallydevelopedinthevillagesbetweenthefoodproducingfamiliesand

thefamilieswhichsupportedthem withothergoodsandservices.Theentiregamutofsocial

orderdevelopedwithJajmanilinkswithmultipletypesofpaymentsandobligations.Noneofthe

castewasselfsufficientanditdependedformanythingsonothercastes.Thus,eachcaste

workedasafunctionalgroupandwaslinkedwithothercasteviathemechanismsofJajmani

system.

ThoughJajmanisystem representedtheinter-linkingofHinducasteyet,inpracticethissystem

crossedtheboundaryofreligionandprovidedlinkagesbetweendifferentreligionsalso.For



example,Hindu’sdependenceonMuslim weaverorwashermanorMuslim’sdependenceon

Hindutrader/tailor/Goldsmithetc.isamanifestationofthatmechanism only,thoughnot

calledso.


